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DECA Students to Compete at International Conference 
 
March 22, 2016     
 
BLOOMINGTON, Ill. – Four Illinois Wesleyan University  
students will compete at the Collegiate DECA  
International Career Development Conference in April in  
Washington, D.C. 
 
Alejandra Salinas ’16 (Sugar Grove, Ill.) will compete in  
the Accounting case study event as a result of her first- 
place finish at the DECA Midwest Collegiate  
Competition. 
 
Alyssa Gibson ’16, a business administration and music  
double major from Centennial, Colo., will compete in the  
Retail Management case study event as a result of her  
first-place performance at the Midwest competition.  
Both students competed in these events at the  
international competition last year. 
 
Adam Wax ’18 (Glenview, Ill.) competing in the Finance  
exam event and Patrick Zajac ’18 (Des Plaines, Ill.)  
competing in the Human Resource Management event also won first place in their respective events, although they will be  
unable to attend the international event. 
 
The four first-place finishes are the most ever at the Midwest competition for the Illinois Wesleyan’s DECA club, according  
to Isabella Lu '19, the club’s vice president for marketing. 
 
Lu (Zhengzhou, China), who is pursuing a dual degree in music performance and financial services, and Matthew Braden ’16,  
an accounting major from Aurora, Ill, will also compete at the international DECA event. 
 
DECA prepares leaders and entrepreneurs for careers in marketing, finance, hospitality, management and other business  
areas. Competitive events such as those in the International Career Development Conference allow students to put their  
experience, skills and knowledge to the test in competitions judged by business and industry professionals. 
 
 
First-place winners at the DECA Midwest Collegiate  
Competition include (from left): Patrick Zajac '18, Alejandra  
Salinas '16, Alyssa Gibson '16 and Adam Wax '18. 
 
